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Abstract

Both as a means of improving North-South relations, as well as a necessary component for carrying out research
on the past of the Korean peninsula, interest in North Korean cultural resources has been growing in South Korean
society. As a result, studies have begun to look beyond North Korean cultural resources themselves and attempt to
determine how cultural resources are managed in North Korea. Such studies have tended to investigate laws related
to the management of cultural heritage in North Korea, but information gleaned from laws alone is limited. To
provide a more complete picture, research must also investigate how cultural resource management laws are applied
and enforced and also take into consideration aspects of cultural resource management that are not directed or
regulated by law.

In this study, we refer to the current National Cultural Resources Protection Laws in order to investigate
systems of cultural resource management in North Korea. Furthermore, we conducted interviews with a former
North Korean national who had until recently worked as a director of historical sites in North Korea. Through
comparisons of information relating to organization, labor power, responsibilities, budget, and other factors of
cultural resource management gained through the interviews and the 'National Cultural Resources Protection Laws,’
we hoped to gain a fuller understanding of the reality of cultural resource management in North Korea.

As a result, we were able to gain a better understanding of the organization and tasks related to cultural resource
management and, at the same time, clarify some of the provisions that were unclear in the laws. Throughout the
process, we were also able to determine that the management of cultural resources in North Korea is currently
inadequate. However, because this study focuses on a specific region and is limited only to historical sites, it is
difficult to generalize our findings to the entirety of cultural resource management in North Korea. In order to gain
an objective and more accurate understanding of the current state of cultural resource management in North Korea,

information must be collected at many levels to be synthesized and compared.

Keywords North Korea, Cultural Heritage Management, National Heritage Protection Law, Historical Site Official, Interview
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