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	NRICH to Host International Academic Conference, “Reading Materials, Connecting Technologies”
Researchers to share research trends and technical case studies on modern and contemporary building materials at the Daejeon Convention Center on Oct. 13



The National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (hereinafter, NRICH), under the Korea Heritage Service, will host an international academic conference titled “Reading Materials, Connecting Technologies” at 1 PM on Tuesday, October 13, in the third-floor conference hall of Daejeon Convention Center in Yuseong-gu, Daejeon. 

The conference will examine current research trends in modern and contemporary building materials and explore future directions and challenges. It aims to foster closer dialogue across research, policy, and conservation practice, improve heritage conservation and management, and strengthen cooperation in Korea and abroad.

The program will open with a keynote address, followed by five presentations and a concluding review. In the keynote address, “Reflecting on the Evolution and Trends of Building Materials in the Conservation and Management of Modern and Contemporary Architectural Heritage in East Asia,” Yoon In-Suk of Sungkyunkwan University will examine changes in modern and contemporary building materials across East Asia, identify issues related to their conservation and management, and present recommendations for future materials conservation.

The keynote will be followed by five presentations: 
• Hong Eun-Ki of NRICH will present “Research on Production Techniques for Building Materials Used in Korea’s Modern and Contemporary Heritage: Current Status and Future Directions.” The presentation will emphasize the role of national research in conserving and repairing modern and contemporary building materials and the need to establish a sustainable research foundation.
• Kwon Yang-Hee of the Korea National University of Heritage will present “Physical Properties of Clay Bricks in Modern Korea and Criteria for Their Reproduction: A Comparison of Historical Specifications, Current Standards, and Measured Properties.” The presentation will compare historical specifications, current standards, and measured properties to propose criteria for reproducing bricks for different applications.
• Shen Xiaoming of H.N.A. Architects will present “Our Proposition: The ‘Three Attributes and Three Disciplines’ of Architectural Heritage Conservation — A Case Study of the Conservation and Restoration Project at No. 1131 Huaihai Middle Road, Shanghai.” The presentation will examine a conservation project in China that applied the “Three Attributes and Three Disciplines” approach—the “Three Attributes” of historicity, documentary value, and period character, and the “Three Disciplines” of history, archaeology, and architecture.
• Hidehiro Morimoto of Retrofit LCC will present “Trends and Challenges in the Conservation and Restoration of Modern and Contemporary Architectural Materials in Japan: Preserving Manufacturing and Craftsmanship Techniques for Bricks, Roofing Materials, and Decorative Materials.” The presentation will provide a comprehensive overview of Japanese conservation and repair projects involving bricks, roofing materials, and decorative materials.
• Shu Changxue of the University of Hong Kong will present “Technology, Translation, and Homogenization: Rethinking Built Heritage Conservation in China.” The presentation will trace developments in modern architectural technology in China since the twentieth century. The conference will conclude with an overall review of the keynote address and five presentations.

The conference is open to the public. Participants may register in advance using the QR code provided on the promotional invitation or register on site on the day of the event. For further information, contact NRICH at +82-42-860-9258. 

Through the conference, NRICH will share the latest research trends on production techniques for modern and contemporary building materials. The institute will also continue its proactive efforts to strengthen ties across academia, policy, and conservation practice so that research findings can be applied more effectively in the field. 
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