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	NRICH Successfully Co-Hosts Kültepe International Meeting in Türkiye
- Researchers from 31 institutions in 11 countries participate from July 31 to August 3, sharing Korea-Türkiye joint research findings with the international community -



 The National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (NRICH; Director General Lim Jong-deock), a branch institute of the Korea Heritage Service, co-hosted the 7th Kültepe International Meeting with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Türkiye and Ankara University from July 31 to August 3 at and around the Kültepe archaeological site in Kayseri, Türkiye. The meeting was held under the theme “Food Production and Consumption at Kültepe and Its Surroundings.”

The meeting was organized to share multidisciplinary research findings on Kültepe in archaeology, philology, archaeobotany, zooarchaeology and related fields, and to strengthen academic exchange and friendship among the participating countries. Researchers from 31 institutions and universities in 11 countries—the Republic of Korea, Türkiye, the United States, Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Japan, Brazil, Austria and Australia—presented a total of 32 research papers, including two keynote lectures and thematic presentations across seven sessions.

At the opening ceremony, Director General Lim Jong-deock delivered congratulatory remarks by video, highlighting the significance of Korea-Türkiye joint research and reaffirming NRICH’s commitment to continued cooperation. The ceremony was followed by two keynote lectures: “Food Control in Early Centralized Societies” by Marcella Frangipane, Professor at Sapienza University of Rome, and “Where and How Did People Eat in Ancient Kanesh?” by Jan Gerrit Dercksen, Professor at Leiden University in the Netherlands.

The seven sessions covered ▲ Food Preparation ▲ Recent Discoveries at Kültepe I ▲ Recent Discoveries at Kültepe II ▲ Food Consumption ▲ Religion, Gender and Letters ▲ Plants and Animals ▲ Recent Discoveries in Anatolia. Presentations introduced a wide range of research, including ovens and hearths at Kültepe, food culture recorded in Old Assyrian texts, ritual consumption, the reconstruction of ancient diets through plant and animal remains, and settlement patterns in Central Anatolia.

In particular, on August 1, a joint research team from NRICH and Ankara University presented “Recent Excavation Results from the Eastern Area of Kültepe: Focusing on the Hellenistic Cultural Layer,” sharing the latest findings from the ongoing joint excavation with the international academic community. Participants also took part in field visits to the Kültepe mound and lower town. During the concluding discussion on the final day, they explored the publication of conference proceedings and future cooperation in joint research and academic exchange.

Building on the successful co-hosting of the meeting, NRICH plans to raise international awareness of the results of its joint research at Kültepe and expand its professional and academic networks with domestic and international institutions, including the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Türkiye and Ankara University. NRICH will continue to conduct systematic joint excavations and multidisciplinary research, share the Republic of Korea’s archaeological investigation and research expertise with the international community, and strengthen cooperation in the cultural heritage field.
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