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	Korea’s Cultural Heritage Conservation Technology Expands 
Beyond Asia to the World
- NRICH launches the first International Cooperation Program on Conservation (ICPC), 
inviting five cultural heritage professionals from five countries 
for a 60-day training program (August 3–October 1)-



The National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (NRICH) under the Korea Heritage Service (Director General: Lim Jong-deock) operates the 2026 International Cooperation Program on Conservation (ICPC)* for 60 days, from August 3 to October 1. The program invites five cultural heritage professionals from Rwanda, Uzbekistan, Bhutan, Ecuador, and the Maldives to share Korea’s cultural heritage conservation and management technologies and research achievements. 
  * ICPC: International Cooperation Program on Conservation
Since 2005, NRICH has operated the Asia Cooperation Program on Conservation Science (ACPCS)*, providing professional training to 120 cultural heritage experts from 19 Asian countries over the past 20 years. Beginning with conservation science, the program has gradually expanded to include architecture, archaeology, and safety and disaster prevention, sharing Korea’s expertise in cultural heritage research and conservation with the international community. Last year, NRICH also commemorated the 20th anniversary of ACPCS by holding a special event reflecting on its achievements.  
    *ACPCS: Asia Cooperation Program on Conservation Science
The inaugural ICPC, introduced this year as a global expansion of ACPCS beyond its previous focus on Asia, attracted significant international interest during its online application period (March 4–April 17), receiving applications from 31 countries around the world. Following a comprehensive evaluation of research proposals relevance, potential for application of research outcomes, prospects for international cooperation, and interviews, NRICH selected five participants. Their research topics include community engagement in archaeological sites by David NKUSI, University of Rwanda (Rwanda), pigment analysis of Buddhist sculptures by Zilola Tulkinova, Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan), conservation of ancient woodblocks by Phub Thinley, National Library and Archives of Bhutan (Bhutan), comparative studies on traditional architectural conservation by Fernando Andrés Zambrano Luque, Institute Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural (Ecuador), and cultural heritage safety management in response to climate change by Mohamed Nuhaad, National Cenyre for Cultural Heritage (Maldives).
The program will provide a one-on-one mentoring system, in which each participant is paired with a dedicated mentor throughout the entire research process to offer practical technical guidance and support. Participants will also visit major cultural heritage sites, including Gyeongbokgung Palace in Seoul, Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple in Gyeongju, and the Mireuksa Temple Site in Iksan, to experience Korea’s conservation and utilization practices firsthand.
* One-on-One Mentoring System: A training approach in which each participant is assigned a dedicated mentor according to the participant’s individual research topic, combining theoretical instruction with practical training
Starting this year, NRICH plans to gradually increase both the number of participants and the duration of the ICPC program. The Institute will also further enhance its international training initiatives, including the Conservation and Use of Southeast Asian Collections (CollAsia)* program jointly implemented with ICCROM** and the On-site Technical Training Program (OTTP)***.
* CollAsia: Conservation and Use of Southeast Asian Collections
    ** ICCROM: International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property
   ***OTTP: On-site Technical Training Program
Looking ahead, NRICH will continue to expand cooperation with countries in Latin America, Africa, and island countries where capacity building in cultural heritage conservation is needed. By fostering joint research and strengthening expert networks, the Institute will reinforce its role as a leading institution advancing World Heritage conservation through K-Heritage.
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